Other Common Ailments of Cattle             119
more eggs. While cows suffering from deficient mineral supply may give a reduced quantity of milk, it does not follow that all herds will be greatly benefited by a mineral mixture.
Minerals will not cure or prevent any known contagious disease of animals. Under normal conditions, in sections where the soil is not markedly deficient in its natural proportions of minerals, a herd that is fed a well-balanced grain ration together with plenty of alfalfa or sweet clover is not likely to be in great need of any mineral mixture. Before making any recommendations as to the sensible use of minerals, it will be best to study the subject of mineral feeding and then try to outline a rational routine to follow. Only cattle will be considered in this chapter. Their mineral requirements are different from other live-stock and, therefore, will be discussed separately.
Mineral deficiency in cattle is not a new subject. It has been popularized and commercialized to such an extent that- many farmers think of it as a new disease affecting cattle only during the present generation of man. Mineral deficiencies have been reported in various classes of livestock for the last fifty years in all parts of the world. In some instances the disease described was not known to have been caused by deficient mineral supply. Recent investigations have led many scientists to believe that this was the case. The trouble is widely distributed in some countries while in others it affects only certain areas. It exists in those* regions where the soil itself is deficient in its normal quota of the basic minerals, especially phosphorus.
Mineral deficiency in cattle has been given many different names. A recital of all of them* is unnecessary. The common veterinary term is pica or depraved appetite. Such colloquial terms as stiffs, cripples, bighead, and rickets are commonly applied.
Cause The cause of pica or depraved appetite of cattle is gen-